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“The thap (also called thoon, klaung thoon, thoon, chaatrii, and thoon mahoorii) is the
hourglass-shaped drum of southern Thailand, used especialluy in the dance-drama called nooraa
and in the shadow puper theater called nang talung, where the thap player must be especially
knowledgable and experienced. The thap is also important for ritual purposes, where it acts as a
vehicle between the human and non-human realms. Although it can be made of either wood or
ceramic, it usually has a single leather head and is played with the hands.”
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